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'V You're Invited 'V 
Postville and the Chinese Immigrants: 
An OvervieYI of Chinese Culture 
Sunday, February I 
2:00p.m. 
Citzens State Bank Community Center 
• Learn more about the vast and complex country of China 
• Increase your understanding of the major characteristics of 
Chinese culture 
• Join in a discussion on China and learn ways to build bridges 
between Postville residents and the Chinese immigrants 
Sample Chinese eggrolls and other treats 
Presented by Li Jian,Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the 
University of Northern Iowa and Research Associate, New 
Iowans Program. Dr Jian 1 s degree is from the University of 
Kansas and Southern Asia is one of his specialty areas. 
Sponsored by: 
The Postville Diversity Council & 
Northeast Iowa Community College 
Explore the World. 
Imagine the Opportunities. 
Postville and .Chinese Immigrants: 
An Overview of China, Chinese People, and 
Chinese Language and Culture 
m~~~~~~oo~~= ~oo, ~$~~, ~oom~x~~~ 
Dr. Li Jian 
Assistant Professor of Anthropology 
Department of Sociology, Anthropology, and Criminology 
Research Associate, New Iowans Program 
University ofNorthem Iowa 
Cedar Falls, I ow a 5 0614-0 513 
Phone:319-273-6128 
Fax: 319-273-7104 
E-mail: Lee.Jli@uni.edu 
February 1, 2004 
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I. What is China? 
China: ~ IE (Zhong Guo) 
1. Three Key Features: 
•One-fourteenth of the earth 
•One-fifth of the human beings 
•Over 5,000 years of documented history 
2. Three Key Words: 
•Continent-physical environment 
•Agriculture-economic foundation 
•Confucianism-ideological foundation 
II. China: Essential Facts 
1. People: 1.28 billion (US: 281 million) 
•Population Growth: 38 newborn infants per minute 
•One-Child Policy and Family Planning Programs 
2. Land: 3,706,368 miles2 (US: 3,717,792 miles2) 
* 23 provinces ( = US state) 
•5 autonomous regions (Non-Han= Indian reservations) 
•4 municipalities (Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin, and Chongqing) 
•2 Special Administrative Regions (Hong Kong and Macao) 
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3. The Two Great Rivers: 
•The Yangtze River (3,915 miles) 
•The climate boundary between North and South 
•The Yellow River (3,395 miles) 
*The cradle of Chinese civilization 
4. Geographic I Agricultural Division 
•Major Geographic Boundaries: The Yangtze River 
•North: wheat, com, millet, soybeans, sorghum 
•South: rice, fruits, vegetables 
•Popular meats: Pork, poultry, and fish 
•Man-Made Geographies: 
*The Great Wall 
*The Grand Canal 
III. Chinese Language and Culture 
1. Eight major dialects and hundreds of regional dialects 
•Unifying forces: Standard Chinese (Mandarin) and writing 
system 
2. Tonal language 
*Tones determine and change the meaning of a word 
*Four tones: 
* 1-ma (mom) 
* 2-ma (sesame) 
* 3-ma (horse) 
* 4-ma (call names, curse) 
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3. Positional grammar: 
Subject+ Predicate+ Object= Sentences 
Examples: 
NI hao (NI =you; hao=good). 
1$~f! 
How are you! 
Wo shi aihehua ren (Wo=I; shi=am; aihehua =Iowa; ren=person). 
i!G~ :tHjjj' ~A. 
I am an Iowan. 
4. Individual characters are combined to produce words and 
phrases indefinitely 
Examples: 
huo = fire; che = vehicle 
)<.$ (huo-che) = locomotive train 
fei =fly; ji =machine 
~;tJL (fei-ji) = airplane 
mei = beautiful; guo = country 
~I!! (mei-guo) =America 
THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS PROGRAM. 
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